Did You Know?
Over 2000
languages

today still have

no Bible?

Linguists study unwritten languages. They listen carefully to interesting, unusual sounds,
and write them all down.

But how can anyone write an unwritten language?
Here’s how it works:

Linguists don’t use the English alphabet. Instead, they write with the International
Phonetic Alphabet. It has one symbol for every sound possible to human beings.
This is how John 3:16 (NKJV) looks in the International Phonetic Alphabet:

Fo.{ go.d so* f./\vo[ In wtld et hi

gev  hiz onli  bigadn san Jaet  hyuevd®

bilivz m hm Swd naf pe»LIS bat

hasv evadasserny  faif

Write John 3:16, one word in each blank, underneath each phonetic word. Can
you figure out which phonetic symbols represent our English sounds?e

Be a Linguist  {

Listen carefully. Can you hear the difference between the first two vowels? How is
the “o0” in “for” different from the “0” in “God?"” Look in a mirror. You don't even
open your mouth the same way for each one, do you? What about the “0” in the
next word, “so?2” Is it the same as either of the first two2 Now, what about the “0” in
“Son?2” How is it different from the first two?2 You have found three different sounds
and phonetic symbols for our English letter “ol”
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I 'l ﬁ ® If you have questions concerning this worksheet, email
\/\[}IC e / childrens_resources_orlando@wycliffe.org/.

o . More free resources for children like this can be downloaded at
Partners in Bible Translation http://www.wycliffe.org/Resources/Kids/FreeCurriculum.aspx/
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