Prayer to the Rescue!

Story by David J. Ringer
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Description:
A dramatized story

Aim:
Encourage children to pray for Bibleless peoples

Audience:
Elementary, easily adaptable to adults

Country/Area:
Papua New Guinea

Minimum Time Requirements:

Story 5 minutes
Optional slide show 3 minutes
Discussion and Scripture 3 minutes

Scripture to Study:
2 Thessalonians 3:1

www.wycliffe.org
phone: 1-800-WYCLIFFE
(1-800-992-5433)

© Wycliffe, 2009
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No part of this activity sheet may be republished without
permission. Copying for classroom use encouraged!

Materials:
e Large world map
or globe

o Paper and pencils (at
least 6 of each)

e Suitcase or duffle bag

¢ Photos from pages 5-8
on PowerPoint slides,
overhead transparen-
cies or paper copies

e Equipment necessary to
display the photos

e Optional: equipment
necessary to show the
slide show of the
Gapapaiwa New
Testament launch from
http://
www.thewordislife.net/
Stories/tabid/67/
Default.aspx?
id=1773&pg=1&topic-
id=25

\/\7ycliffe“/



http://www.thewordislife.net/Stories/tabid/67/Default.aspx?id=1773&pg=1&topic-id=25
http://www.thewordislife.net/Stories/tabid/67/Default.aspx?id=1773&pg=1&topic-id=25
http://www.thewordislife.net/Stories/tabid/67/Default.aspx?id=1773&pg=1&topic-id=25
http://www.thewordislife.net/Stories/tabid/67/Default.aspx?id=1773&pg=1&topic-id=25
http://www.thewordislife.net/Stories/tabid/67/Default.aspx?id=1773&pg=1&topic-id=25
http://www.thewordislife.net/Stories/tabid/67/Default.aspx?id=1773&pg=1&topic-id=25

Pre-class Preparations: Materials:
e Large world map
e Collect props for the story. or globe

e Prepare photos to be displayed on an overhead projector, in
PowerPoint slides or as paper copies from pages 5-8.

e Set up any equipment that you need to display the photos.

e Optional: prepare to show slide show of the Gapapaiwa New
Testament launch from http://www.thewordislife.net/Stories/
tabid/67/Default.aspx?id=1773&pg=1&topic-id=25

e 2 pads of paper
and 2 pencils OR
a computer OR
a typewriter or any
combination of
the above

Class Time:  Pictures from pages 5-8
Story + Equipment to

display pictures
Ask,

Have you ever come close to missing out on * Suitcase or duffle bag

something wonderful?

Luke Kadiama (pronounced kah-dee-YAH-ma) almost
mi ssed out on a special gift,
in his own language.

This is a picture of Luke.

Display picture of Luke from page 5.
Thanks to Godds answer to the
wor |l d, he didnot miss such a

Luke's people, the Gapapaiwa (pronounced gah-pah-PIE-wah),
live near the eastern tip of mainland Papua New Guinea.

Point to Papua New Guinea on a map or globe.
For many years the people didn't care about having God's Word
in Gapapaiwa.

Display picture of the McGuckins, (pronounced mick -GUCK-in)
from page 6.
Ed and Catherine McGuckin had worked among them as Bible
translators for 14 yearsé

Direct a boy and a girl volunteer to sit at a sturdy table, if this is
acceptable, or beside it, writing or typing.
...but some of the people felt afraid, and others just didn't care.

The McGuckins started preparing to close down the
translation program.
. 6
Vol unteers pack the boyds props i he sUltcase or
No matter how well they learn the language, outside translators

cannot complete a translation without help and input from the
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people themselves. If the people wouldn't help them, the
McGuckins would have to leave.

Boy volunteer may sit down in the audience. Girl take her props

and sits under the table.
During her final week in the village where they lived, Catherine
decided to sit under her house and work on the translation alone.

Display house photo from page 7.
You see, many people in Papua New Guinea build their houses
on stilts. The high stilts provide plenty of room under the house
for someone like Catherine to work.

Catherine asked God to send Gapapaiwa people to work with
her as she sat under the house each morning working. If He did
not, Ed and Catherine would take it as guidance to close down
the translation program for good. They would leave forever.

Meanwhile, Christians around the world had begun to pray
seriously for the Gapapaiwa people after receiving an urgent
e-mail from Ed and Catherine explaining the situation. They
needed their prayer team to spring to action!

Encourage the other children to act like they are praying.
Monday, Catherine worked alone.

Tuesday, she worked alone.

Your volunteer should sigh.
Wednesday, two men arrived to help her.

I nvite two volunteers to join fiCa
Then a few more.

Add two more volunteers.
Then a few more.

Add two more. Hand them all paper and pencils.
God answered prayer in a big way! Five teams of Gapapaiwa
translators worked with the McGuckins, each team working on a
different book of the Bible. By June of 2008 they had translated,
checked and revised all of the New Testament! Two members of
the translation team worked with the McGuckins from June
through September reading, re-reading and revising the text to
make sure it was just right. At the end of September they
completed typesetting the Gapapaiwa New Testament and sent
it to the printers.

Volunteers run their fingers dow
work. Display picture from page 8 and explain,
This picture shows Luke Kadiama and another Gapapaiwa
translation team member involved in checking part of the
Gapapaiwa New Testament under the McGuckin house.
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Thank the volunteers and send them to their seats Notes to the teacher:

and continue. .
Because God answered the prayers of many people, Luke
Kadiama has experienced the power of God's Living Word.
Luke is going blind, but after a Scripture checking session, he
stood to speak with tears in his eyes. "Even though | can't read,"
he said, Al listened all through t
t o me. 0 Spaared my haart's Many others have experi-

If you would like to

engage your class in

ongoing prayer for the

Gapapaiwa people and

the Gapapaiwa Bible
htranslatibnepmjlect, yog , a n «

may write to Ed and

enced the power orfAudgbst 300%the Wapa-d , (i1l o o ! Catherine McGuckin,

paiwa community celebrated the launch of their long-awaited
New Testament!

Optional Activity: Show a slideshow of the Gapapaiwa New
Testament launch celebration from  http://www.thewordislife.net/
Stories/tabid/67/Default.aspx?id=1773&pg=1&topic _ -id=25 If it

seems to be moving too quickly to read the narration under .
each slide, hover your cursor over the bottom of the screen,
and you will see a pause button (i)

to move on, in the same way click the forward button (>).

Bible Application and Discussion:

Ask the following questions and allow the children to respond.
e How do you think Luke Kadiama feels about the fact that

Ed and Catherine stayed to work on the Gapapaiwa Bible

translation? Turn to the person next to you and tell him or her

what you think.

What did you and your neighbor say?

How do you know?

Why do you think people started helping Ed and Catherine?

Can you show or tell me how Christians around the world

helped the Gapapaiwa Bible translation project continue, even

though they lived far from Papua New Guinea?

e Do you think you can do anything to help Bible translation
teams and other missionaries, even though you need to stay
here with your parents? Tell a neighbor what you can do.

e What did you and your neighbor decide you could do now?

Continue, by saying,
Yes, we can all pray (give, etc.). In the Bible, Paul wrote and
asked people to pray for the work God called him to do. Listen
to what he said.

Read 2 Thessalonians 3:1 and say,
God answers prayer, and we can help spread the message of
Jesus by praying for missionariles
Jesus yet. Letbdébs pray right nowl

Lead the children in prayer for the Gapapaiwa people to
purchase and read the New Testament in their language. Pray
that God will build them strong in their faith through His Word.
Pray for other missionaries you know.
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asking them to add your
group to their email
prayer updates list.
Write them at

ed mcguckin@sil.org .

You can sign up to pray

for another Bibleless

people grdupat k. Wh e n
http://www.wycliffe.org/
pray.aspx

I f youbdd -Upp ke a
activity for this lesson,

consider allowing the

children to make and use

a APrayer Cubeo
for free download from
http://www.wycliffe.org/
Kids/FreeCurriculum/
PrayerLessons.aspx

or any of the other prayer
lessons you find there.

and for peopl e \
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