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Notes: 

Description: a game 

in which a package 

is passed around and 

unwrapped  
 

Aim: to illustrate our 

responsibility to pass 

the good news of 

Jesus on to others 
 

Audience: children 

grades 1-6, any size 

group 
 

Time: 15 minutes  
 

Equipment: 
wrapping paper, 

candy, cardstock, 

Bible, music (live   

or taped) 
 

Scripture to Study: 

1 Timothy 6:18,  

Romans 6:23,  John 

8:36,  10:10,  12:46 
 

 Leader’s Instructions:  

 

1. In advance, wrap a Bible in several sheets of heavy wrapping paper. 

In each of the layers put enough individually wrapped candy so that 

there is at least one piece for each participant. Also include one of the 

Bible verses written on a piece of cardstock. The outside layer should 

have 1 Timothy 6:18, the next layer, Romans 6:23, etc. 

2. Tell the children to sit in a circle. Explain that when the music starts, 

they must pass the package around the room.  

3. Round 1 -  Start the music and let it play while the package is passed 

around the circle.  

4. Stop the music.  

5. Whoever has the package when the music stops opens one layer, 

discovering the candy and Bible verse. Make sure everyone sees all 

the pieces of candy he/she collects. Exclaim, “Oh, look at you! 

You’ve been blessed with a lot of candy! Do you have pockets big 

enough to hold all that?”  

6. At this point, the other children should start protesting: “Hey, I want 

some!”  “She ought to share!”  “Why does he get all the candy?” 

Stop now and discuss what Jesus would do and what He tells us       

to do.  

7. Ask the package holder to read 1 Timothy 6:18 from the card he   

unwrapped. Ask the kids what this verse tells rich people to do?  (It 

tells those who are rich in this world’s goods that they should share. 

Does that include candy? Yes, everything.)  

8. Make sure the candy gets shared evenly and begin again. 

9. Round 2 - when the music stops, review. Ask, “When God blesses 

you with something, what should you do?” Everyone should know 

now that the ‘blessed one’ is supposed to share the candy.  

10. Have the package holder read Romans 6:23 from the card. Tell       

the children, “Candy is one gift. What is another gift? A bigger,         

more important, life-changing gift talked about in this 

verse?” (Eternal life.)  

11. Repeat this pattern with as many layers as you like. Choose from 

these verses: John 12:46, 10:10, 8:36. Keep going until you’ve 

unwrapped all the layers and reached the Bible inside. Use either         

an English Bible or one in a foreign language. See Helpful Hints, 

page 3.  

12. Use the following Discussion and Application section to drive home 

your point. 
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Notes: Discussion and Application: 
 

Candy: Candy: Candy: Candy: Everyone likes candy! If your friends have candy, you 

want them to share it with you. How did you feel when the person 

who opened the package didn’t share and pass the candy around? 

 

Verses:Verses:Verses:Verses: Three of the verses hidden in the package were from 

the Gospel of John, one of the books of the Bible. The word 

‘gospel’ means ‘good news’. The book that John wrote is called a 

gospel because it tells us the good news that Jesus came to  

• set us free  

• give us life in all its fullness  

• lead us out of darkness into light.  

The person who opened the package shared the candy and the 

Bible verse so that everyone could have 2 gifts: God’s Word and 

candy. Now, which one will last longer? Which one is more 

important? That’s right. The Bible. 

 

Bible: Bible: Bible: Bible: The Bible is the whole of God’s message of good news 

to us. In this game you were passing a Bible around to each other. 

Even though you didn’t know that’s what it was until the very 

end, everyone was included in the game and everyone had the 

same chance of being the one to open the package when the music 

stopped. But that’s not how it is in real life. Did you know that 

not everyone in the world has the Bible? Why is that? Have the 

children respond. Answers could include,  

• Some people can’t afford one.  

• Some people don’t have it in a language they understand.  

• Some people can’t read.  

• Some people have never even heard of the Bible.  

There are many people in the world who don’t know God’s good 

news and that’s because it hasn’t always been passed on by those 

who do have it. How about you? What can you do to pass the 

Good News on to someone else? Suggestions might include:  

• Tell your friends and family the good news of Jesus Christ. 

• Help missionaries tell the good news to people far away.   

(See “Projects to Do,” another Bright Ideas! activity page 

from http://www.wycliffe.org/Resources/Kids/FreeCurriculum/

BrightIdeas.aspx.) 
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Notes: Bible Verses:  

• “Command them (those who are rich) to . . . be generous and 

willing to share.” 1 Timothy 6:18 

• “For the wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life 

in Christ Jesus our Lord.” Romans 6:23 

• “So if the Son sets you free, you will be free indeed.” John 8:36  

• “. . . I have come that they might have life, and have it to the 

full.” John 10:10  

• “I have come into the world as a light, so that no one who 

believes in me should stay in darkness.” John 12:46 

 

Helpful Hints: Helpful Hints: Helpful Hints: Helpful Hints:  
• Make sure that there is enough candy for everyone to have one 

piece on every round.  

• Add blank layers of wrapping paper to make the game            

last longer.  

• In a large meeting you could use boxes for each layer, decorated 

with wrapping paper. 

• If available, use a Bible in a foreign language and verses in  

different languages, to illustrate the need for Bible translation. 

When they try to read a verse—surprise! They need a Bible in 

their own language or it makes no sense. After all, a Bible you 

can not read is not good news at all! 

 

Ideas for Use:Ideas for Use:Ideas for Use:Ideas for Use: This activity works well with children in 

almost any setting including:  

• Sunday school classes and family services  

• In Christian school assemblies or classes 

• With a wide range of ages together, but if there are very young 

children present, make sure there are older ones to help them 

read the verses 

 


